
This painting is of a memory of hunting in warmer weather. You don’t have to wear a big parka; in this case I just 

wore a pair of overalls. After a while you get to know the process of taking apart any kind of animal. Especially 

when you’re from further north, the darker it gets the more you have to be able to harvest by starlight. You 

must be careful because if you cut your hand when it’s cold and dark you won’t feel it or see it. This painting 

illustrates removing the hide of the caribou, removing the head and putting it in the snow; the hunter is getting 

ready to make an incision all the way down the middle of the animal to get the ribs. More caribou can be seen 

in the upper right hand corner of the painting. We used to see a lot of caribou – it would be hours and hours 

until you saw the end of the herd – but not these days. The herds have dwindled quite a bit.

Antoine Mountain

The Skinning

Xàgots’eèhk’ǫ̀
JOURNAL

Xàgots’eèhk’ǫ̀ Journal , Vol. 1, Issue 1, (Nov. 2022)

https://xagotseehkojournal.com

Antoine Mountain is Dene from Radilih Koe (Fort Good Hope) in the Northwest Territories. His love for the land and its 
people is the root of his artwork, for which he uses acrylics on canvas, favouring the Impressionist style. He is driven by a 
deep-rooted spiritualism to depict landscapes, the Dene way of life, and portraits. Antoine has a Bachelor of Fine Arts from 
the Ontario College of Arts and Design at the University of Toronto, a Master’s of Environmental Studies from York University, 
and is currently pursuing a PhD in Indigenous Studies at Trent University.


